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Church Authority 
, 1 
An Univerſal SUPremary, &c. 


Reverend Brethren, 1 
lNC E the Force of Truth 
haas fo far prevail d with thoſe, 
who have been the firſt Oc- 
caſion of renewing this Con- 
NY troverſy amongſt us, concern- 
ing Church Powers, and the Exerciſe of 
them ; that upon more mature Conſider- 
ation they have ſolemnly own'd, not on- 
ly that the Church is. a ſpiritual Society, 
but ought alfo to be an orderly Society. 
1 5 (a) 


(a) And withal ba along ** 
us, that Jeſus -hrif is the Head or Sove- 
reign of this Society. Upon theſe Con- 

lions, Which naturally 5 the neceſſi 
tp of Authority. (for Order can no Where 
be, where there is not Authority in the 
Hands of thoſe, who are to manage and 
conduct, ſupport and maintain it) we 
might proceed directly to the Conſidera- 
tion of that Authority, which was commu- 
nicated by that Sovereign to thoſe, in whoſe 
Hands he Thought fit to leave the Admi- 
nitration of the Affairs of his Kingdom, 
and conſequently endow'd with a delega- 
ted commilltion'd Authority, anſwerable 
and ſufficient for the great and wiſe: and 
good Ends he himſelf did intend it for. 


But here we muſt ſtop a while in our 
- Conſultations: For though they own the ne- 
ceſſity of Authority tor preſerving the Peace 
and Order of Society, yet to weaken and 
abate the Force and Power of Authority, 
and make it as uſeleſs and inſignificant as 
they can; when we admit it to be a commi- 
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ſfon'd Authority, though immediately de- 
legated by God Almighty, they preſent- 
ly inferr upon us, that it cannot be 


Abſolute, but being confin d within the 
Terms and Limits of its Commiſſion, ought 
not to be follow'd by our Submiſſion and 


Obedience any further than the reaſonable 


Dictates of our own private Judgment of 
Diſcretion will allow us. And thus they 


firſt ſet up the Idol of their own Reaſon, 


and then introduce upon us an univerſal 


Empire of Confuſion. 


| The principle indeed of private Judg- 
ment of Diſcretion, is what muſt be own'd 


to be a natural Principle, implanted in 


us by God Almighty, and is the immediate 
Conſequence of our being created reaſon- 
able Creatures; tis that Liberty of Will or 
Choice, which gives us the Comfort of 
Reward, when we uſe it well; or the Mi- 
ſery of Puniſhment, when we uſe it ill. 


Since then this is a Principle may be well 


or ill uſed ; when we duly weigh the 
Corruption of human Nature, if we have 


any Regard either to the Duty of Man- 


kind, or the Peace and Quiet of human 


Society, We {hall find it highly neceſſa- 
ry to conſider well the Extent and Li- 
9 1 
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mits of this Principle, and how far we may 
be allow'd to Act with ſafety under the 
Influence of it. e 


The Authority of God the Creator is 
 own'd to be the moſt highly Supreme and 
Abſolute ; in him we live | Exiſt ] and 


move (or ſhould do in that regular Order 
his Providence has appointed us] and 


have, i. e. | Enjoy] our Being. This then 


is the only properly abſolute Authority, 


from wheace all other Authority is deriv'd, 


and therefore all other Authority being by 
its Nature dependent upon this, is under 
the Obligation of Duty to obſerve the coni- 


mand of that ſupremely abſolute Autho- 


rity, and may be ſafe in acting under it; 


becauſe we are there certain of an infalli- 


ble Guidance, as having Omniſcience its. 


ſelf to Guard us from all Error ; and Om- 


nipotence to ſecure us from all infirmity. 


Hence therefore is it, that all deriv'd 
Authority being ſeated in a limited and 
depending Creature, does neceſſarily lye 
under the Obligation of Duty, to obſerve 


the Commands of the only ſupreme and 


abſolute Authority; and further yet, that 
Creature not being capable of thoſe two 
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great Attributes of the Deity ; the Autho- 
rity lodg'd with it, may in the Exerciſe ot 
it become fallible, and therefore cannot 
properly be in the higheſt Sence, either 
abſolute or uncontrollable, becauſe both 
the Superior in his Commands, and the 

Inferior in his Obedience are under the 
Obligation of Duty to the ſupreme Com- 
mando of the only infallible Authority. 


But yet there is a ſound Senſe, in which 
the ſubordinate deriv'd Authority may be 
properly enough term'd Abſolute; for 
the ſupreme infallible Authority has 

thought fit, not only to govern us by the 
natural Laws, ariſing from the natural 
Dependences, but for the further Guard 
and Security of the Peace of Society, has 

been pleaſ d to add his poſitive Laws, and 
by them has made the Duty of Obedience 
abſolutely neceſſary to the higher Powers, 
whilſt they Act within their Sphere, and 
do not tranſgreſs, contradict, or go con- 
trary to the Commands of the Higheſt. 


From hence therefore ariſes the proper 
Limit or Extent of the private Judgment 
of Diſcretion, as it relates to the Peace. 
and Security of Society, for at preſent "= 
RE nee 
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need not trace it through all the intricate 
mazes of the Erroneous, The doubtful, 
and the ſcrupulous Conſcience ; for they 
will come more properly under Conſider- 
ation, when we come to vindicate the 
Orthodoxy of the Engliſh Reformation, in 
the Doctrine of Free-Will ; only give me 
leave to ſay at preſent, that Errors, Doubts, 
and Scruples are the product of Ignorance, 
and therefore ought to be remov'd by 


a ſpeedy and better Information. They 


are at the beſt of them bur pretences and 


excuſes for the Crime of Diſobedience, 
which how far they may be admitted, is 
| the buſineſs of the Caſuiſt, and will then 


come more properly under Conſideration : 


In the mean Time as far as is ſufficient 
for ſecuring the Peace and Order of So- 
ciety; we may from theſe Principles, 
thus far ſettle the Limits and Extent of 


the private Judgment of Diſcretion, by 
 Interring, 


Virſt, That all human Deciſions, whe- 
ther in the ſacred or civil Polity, though 
they may be in their own Nature Fallible, 


yet while they are converſant within the 


proper Sphere of Action allotted to them, 
do by the politive Laws of God, become 


abſolutely 
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abſolutely obliging to the Subject, and a 
Refuſal of Obedience cannot in that Caſe 
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be excuſed from the Crime of Diſobe- 


dience: But then 


2h. The ſubordinate Magiſtrate, as 
well as thoſe under his Subjection, be- 


ing equally under an Obligation of Du- 


ty, as has been obſerved, to the Supreme 
Commands of the abſolute and infal- 
lible Authority of God; if the ſubordi- 
nate Magiſtrate break through his Duty, 
and tranſgreſs the Laws of God, by com- 


manding any Thing contradictory or con- 


trary to them; in that Caſe the Subject 
will not be under the Duty of Submiſ- 
ſion, (for the higheſt Power upon Earth 


cannot oblige us to ſin againſt God) but 


may refuſe his Submiſſion without the 
Crime of Diſobedience, and juſtify his 
Refuſal by the Apoſtles Plea ; It is bet- 
ter to obey God than Man: But then it 
muſt be, as they did, with the utmoſt 


Hazard of their Lives, Liberties, . and 


Fortunes, if the angry miſtaken Power re- 
quires them; for it is that alone, which 


makes the true Martyr of God. And 


therefore, 


B _, 
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zh. The Limit and Extent of the pri- 
vate Judgment of Diſcretion, is granted 
no further than as a Guard and Security 
to our ſelves, not as an Offence or Di- 
ſturbance to the publick Peace of Socie- 
ty; and in that Caſe only, where the 
miſtaken Commands of our ſubordinate 
Superiors would by a Compliance with 
them, directly and maniteſtly, lead us in- 
to the Tranſgreflion of the Laws of our 
ſupremely abſolute, infallible, and un- 
controlable Lord and Governor. And 
therefore. 


4ly. The Private Judgment of Diſcre- 
tion can in no Caſe excuſe the Refuſal 
of Obedience to Human Authority, (tho 
in its Nature fallible ) from the Crimes 
of Diſobedience ; but in that Caſe only, 
where Obedience to the ſubordinate Ma- 
 Siſtrate, would be directly and manifeſt- 
ly Sin againſt God : For in doubtful Ca- 
ſes, the Reaſon of Mankind, as well as 
common Modeſty, ought to direct us to 
ſuſpect rather our own Judgment, than 
the more maturely concerted Judgment 
of our publick Superior, where Sin againſt 
God by the Compliance, does not plainly 
and maniteſtly appear, leſt we ſhould by 
oo. : that 
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that Means fall under the blamaeble Cha- 
racers of leaning to our own Underſiandings 


being wiſe in our own Eyes, Prov. iii. 5, 7. 


Being wiſe in our own Conceits, Rom. xii. 


16, Being Traitors, Heady, High-minded, 
reſiſting the Truth ; Men of corrupt Minds, 


reprobate concerning the Faith, 2 Tim. iii. 


4-8. Which are ſuch Characters, as we 
muſt confeſs, ought to ſubmit us to the 


juſt Animadverſion of our Superiors for 


the Diſturbances of the publick Peace, 
either by Schiſm in the ſacred, or Faction 


in the Civil Politye, and will certainly 


ſubject us to the Wrath of God, for the 


Breach of his poſitive Laws, who has com- 
manded us to ſubmit our ſelves to the high- 


er Powers, becauſe they are ordained of 


him, Rom. Kili. I. 


This Objection therefore of our mo- 


dern Epicureans being removed, and the 


Property of Authority, to require Submiſ- 


ſion, ſufficiently vindicated, without any 


Breach upon the true Rights of our natu- 


ral Principle of private Judgment, we 
may, I hope, be allowed to proceed in 
our Conſultation, and enquire what Au- 
thority, and in what Meaſure and Man- 


ner, our Saviour was pleaſed to leave in 
| ” B 2 the 
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the Hands of thoſe, with whom he thought 


fit to intruſt the Adminiſtration of the 


Affairs of his Kingdom; where the great 


leading Queſtion will be, concerning 
that arrogant Claim the Biſhop of Rome 


now makes to an univerſal Supremacy ; 
which will directly bring us to the Con- 


ſideration of our Third Aſſertion, vis. 


III. That Jeſus Chriſt never left one 


univerſal viſible Head of that Body : 
Not St. Peter, nor conſequently his Suc- 
ceſſors, ſuppoſing them to be ſuch. 


Now this being a Negative Propoſi- 


tion, the faireſt and cleareſt Proof of it 


will be by aſſerting the contrary Affirma- 
tive, vig. That the reſt of the Apoſtles 


had the ſame Power with St. Peter, and 


the {ame Title too of being Foundations, 
And by this Method we may ſufficiently 


ſupport, at the ſame Time, the Evidence 


N both of the Third and Fourth Aſſerti ons. $ 


Nov, in clearing this Controverſy, where- 


as Bellarmine tells us, (H Agitur de Sum- 


Præf. de P. R. 
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nd Rei Chriſtiane; it will be neceſſary to 
ſtate firſt, what that Authority is, which 
the Biſhop and Church of Kome do at 
preſent Claim, in Orderto inquire, whe- 
ther that Claim can be ſupported by any 
Grant of our Saviour; or was ever ac- 
knowledg'd either by the apoſtolical or 
truly primitive Fathers, 


And here we muſt own, that from 
the firſt Eſtabliſhment of a Chriſtian 
Church in that famous City, which was 
then the Miſtreſs of the World, upon 
Account of the greatneſs and ſplendor of 
the City, and its being the Seat of Em- 
pire, there were always allow'd to the 
Biſhop and Church of Rome ſome Pri- 
viledges of Reſpect, which we muſt fur- 
ther own were confirm'd to it under 
Chriſtian Sovereigns, by two of the firſt 
four general Councils, and were call'd 
ro Hpglau, TG Hero ſome Kind of Pri- 
macy, of Order and Dignity, but then at 
the ſame Time they give us the Reaſon 
why they were granted, 1 T0 p&oiucy 
Thy PN Ee, and at the ſame Time 
alſo do under Penalty confine their Au- 
thority and Juriſdiction to their own limi- 
ted Diſtricts, which is a ſufficient Evi- 
— I 3 


CT. TS .. 
dence; they did not think of claiming 
an univerſal . Supremacy. For Proof of 


this See. Concil. Conſtantin. 1. Can. 3. & 


Chalced, Can. 28. 


Upon the ſame Account, and about 


the ſame Time the Throne of Conſtan- 
tinople was advanc'd, from being a Sub- 
ject or Suffragan See to the Metropolis 
of Heraclea, to become the Patriarch of its 
own Metropolitan, becauſe it was become 
the City of Conſtantine, and Nec Poyy, 


But ſee how dangerous a Thing it is 
do flatter Ambition, for theſe two con- 
tending Sees, being now become upon 


the Account of theſe external Privileges 


of civil Reſpect, Competitors of univer- 
ſal Empire, though we muſt acknowledge 
the Claim was firſt begun by the See of 
Conſtantinople: Yet in the Struggle for 

it, they ſo far diſorder'd the primitive 
Polity,” and antient Government of the 
Church, which, as we ſhall ſee hereafter, 
was firſt ſettled in the provincial Form, 
that at laſt the See of Rome, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of an unnatural bloody Tyrant and 
Ulurper, graſp'd the whole, and as the 


Roman 
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Roman Empire, which ſeems to be the 
To NUN of St. Paul, did by providen- 


tial Degrees decay, ſo did they grow in 
Strength, till they ſeem to have fulfill'd 
that Prophecy of St. Paul, which we find 
2 Thelk 6.36: | „ 


But when they had by theſe Steps ar- 
rived at what they now arrogantly call 
a plenitude of Power, and had advanc'd 


themſelves even above the civil Power, 


from whence they took the firſt Riſe of 


| theſe ambitious Aims, by an unjuſtifiable 


Pretence of directing that in Ordine ad 


Spiritualia ; they then begin to think of 


ſome other Principles for a colourable 


Pretence and Cover to this their exorbi- 


tant Uſurpation. 


Hence is it their Schoolmen and Cano- 


niſts have ever ſince endeavour'd to de- 


fend this Claim, upon the Bottom of a 


divine Right, and found that Right upon 


our Saviours Grant of it to St. Peter, as 
the Prince of the Apoſtles, and deriv'd 
to them from him as being his only Suc- 


ceſſors in that Power and Principality. And 


thus is it- the Council of Trent would 


oblige us to acknowledge, the Holy Cn 5 
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tick and Apoſtolick Roman Church, to be 
the Mother and Miftreſs of all Churches; 
and alſo to promiſe and ſwear true Obe- 


' dience to the Biſhop of Rome, as Succeſſor 


of St. Peter, the Prince of the Apoſtles, 
and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt. Thus alſo Bel- 
larmine ſtates the Controverly. (c) The 


Catholicks do. affirm, that St. Peter the 


| Apoſtle was ordain d or appointed by 
Chriſt himſelf, to be the Head and Prince 


of the whole Church inſtead of Chriſt, 


And that it is not only ſimple Error, but 
Hereſy, to deny this Primacy of St. Pe- 


ter, to have been inſtituted by Chriſt him- 


lk 


Upon this State of the Caſe which is 


authentically their own, and makes the 


Church look ſo unlike that Kingdom which 


our Saviour aſſerted to himſelf, that ſome 
have thought it not unreaſonable to call it 
the Kingdom of Antichriſt ; I ſhall joyn 


Iſſue with them, and endeavour to ſhew. 


(c) See P. R. Lib. 1. c. 10. | 


| 1ſt, That 


r 


L 


7 ft. That fach an exochitant Claim of 
Power, cannot be juſtified by any Grant 


of our Saviour. 


20. That it was never acknowledged, 


either by the Principles or Practice of 
the Apoſtles themſelves. 


3h. That it is not agreeable to either 


the Principles, or Practice of either the 


Apoſtolick or Primitive Ages that ſuc- 


ceeded. 


aly. That it is diſowned by many of 


the moſt learned and conſiderable Roma- 


_ niſts. Firſt then, 


That ſuch an exorbitant Claim of Pow- 
er, cannot be juſtified by "y Grant of 
our Saviour. 


When our Saviour had gathered a ſuf⸗ 
ficient Number of Believers, and had ope- 
ned the Subſtance of his Heavenly Meſ. 
ſage to them in his Sermon upon the 


Mount, in order to the Converſion of the 
Jewiſh World to whom his Coming was 


more particularly promiſed, we find his 


firſt Act of Juriſdiction was the Election 


of his Twelve — and giving them 
C Com- 
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Commiſſion to be his Aſſiſtants in propa- 
eating the Goſpel, or the Kingdom of 


heaven, Matth. x. Mark iii. Luke ix. In 
this Grant of our Saviour, the Power 


granted by the Commiſſion, and the In- 
ſtruction given for the Execution of it, 


are equally conveyed to the whole Num- 
ber. e 


Alter theſe Things the Lord appointed 


other ſeventy alſo, and ſent them two and 


iwo before his Face, into every City and 


Place where he himſelf would come, Luke 
x. To thele he gave the like Power and 
_ Inſtruction to heal the Sick, and preach the 


Goſpel of the Kingdom. And to ſhew it 


was equally given to the whole Number, 
ft tells us, ver. 17, the Se- 
venty returned again with Joy, ſaying, 


the Evangeli 


Lord, even the Devils are ſubject to us 
through thy Name: Thus far the Commiſ- 


ſions of our Saviour were confined to the 


Country of the Jews only, with a Com- 
mand not to go unto the Gentiles, nor to 
enter into any City of the Samaritans : 
But the Power granted by thoſe Commil- 


Hons was equally given to the whole 
Number, firſt to the Twelve, afterward 


to the Seventy: And Kerefore hitherto 


there is no Grant of our Saviour to any 


ſingle Perſon, Lo But 
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But when the great Deſign of our 8. 
viour's Coming into the World, the 


univerſal Redemption of Mankind was 


perfectly compleated by his Death, and 


Reſurrection, then the Power of his King- 
dom were enlarged, and the Prophecy 


fulfilled, that he ſhould have the Heathen 


for his Inheritance, and the utmoſt Ends of 
the Earth for his Poſſeſſion : And therefore 


we mult ſee how this Commiſſion was 
granted. | : 


St. Matthew reports it thus, Chapter 


xXxviii. 16. Oc. The Elewen (for the Traytor 


Judas was now gone) went into Galilee, 
as Jeſus had appointed, he appeared to them 
and ſaid, All Power is given unto me in 


Heaven and in Earth; Go ye therefore, and 


teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 


Name of the Father, and of the Sou 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, Teaching them to 


obſerve all Things whatſoever I have com- 
manded you, and lo I am with you a- 


Ways even unto the End of the World. St. 


Mark thus. Chap. xvi. 14. Afterward 
he appeared unto the Eleven and [aid unts 


them, Go ye into all the World and preach 


the Cofpel to every Creature, St. Luthe re- 
ports it thus, Chap. xxiv. 33. The 10 
: Ss 4 Dij- 


„„...... ĩ˙ é. 7. 7 


* .f. . ˙ ne ang 
— as * 0 * E 


and as they reported their Journey, Jeſus 


= — * - — 
— - — . ö V0" ————_— — 
' : _—_—_—_— 12 . Wy N 5 8 „ = 1 — 8 r 
— — — * — — c == a D 
AT i AQ — IT LIED LIE 8 3 — 


9 ä . ** — 
- EAI HERES IU ee 
. 


„„ 
Diſciples going to Emmaus returned to Je- 
ruſalem, and found the Eleven gathered 
tegetber and them that were with them, 


himſelf ſtood in the midſt of them and ſaid 


unto them, Peace be unto you. - - Thus it 


behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and riſe from the 
Dead the third Day; and that Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached. in his 
Name among all Nations, beginning at Je- 


ruſalem. And ye are Witneſſes of theſe 


Things. Behold I ſend the Promiſe of my 
Father upon you, but tarry ye in the City of 
Jeruſalem, until ye be endued with Pow- 


er from above. St. John reports it thus, 


Chap. xx. 19. The ſame Day at Even, 
the Doors being ſhut, where the Diſciples 
Were aſſembled, for fear of the Jews, Jeſus 


came and ſtood in the midſt and ſaith, Peace 


be unto you. - - As my Father hath ſent me, 
even ſo ſend I you. And when he had ſaid 
this, he breathed updn them, and ſaid unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt : Whoſc- 
ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them, and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, they 


are retained. 


| Thus far all the four Evangeliſts in their 
ſeveral Goſpels, where they give us on ſet 
Purpoſe the Record of our Saviour's 
* | e | Com- 


precipitant Zeal, And that Kind of Tem- 
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Commiſſion, do all of them agree that it 


was granted in common to the whole 
Number; and therefore the Claim ofan 


ſupreme Prerogative to any ſingle Perſon 


amongſt them, cannot be juſtify d from 
thence; for when our Saviour himſelf 


does Preface his Commiffion with that 
| ſolemn Aſſeveration, all Pomer is given me 


both in Heaven and in Earth, and then 


grants it in common to them all, where 
all Pozwer is given, there can be none re- 


ſervd to any ſingle Perſon, neither St. 


Peter, nor any other. 


But there are ſeveral occaſional Paſ- 


| ſages in the Goſpels particularly apply'd 
to St. Peter, by which they think our 
bleſſed Saviour intended for him a diſtin- 


guiſhing Truſt and Power Superior to 
that of the other Apoſtles Theſe parti- 


cular App have indeed ſomething 


diſtinguiſhing in them, but not the Grant 


of any Power, ſave what was given to all 


the reſt of the Apoſtles. For it we con- 
ſider St. Peters Character, as it appears 
either from his own Hiſtory, or from the 


Opinion of others concerning him, we 


{hall find him to have been a Perſon of a 


very fervent Temper of a warm, haſty, 


Per, 


„„ 
per, we may eaſily believe, would ſtand 
in need of Cautions, Exhortations, and 
ſometimes Reprehenſions, which we ſhall 
| beſt diſcover and diſtinguiſh by conſider- 
ing the ſeveral Places they reter to, for 
the Eſtabliſhment of this diſtinguiſhing 
Power. 


They generally paſs by the ne&'G- 6 
Tido in St. Matthews Enumeration of the 
Apoſtles, becauſe indeed there is no 
more in it but only this, that where there 
is a Number, there muſt be one firſt, ano- 
ther ſecond, before you can come at the 
Number twelve. But they urge and in- 
ſiſt upon that famous Paſſage, Mat. xvi. 
V. 18, 19. Now the Occaſion of this 
Paſlage is thus recorded by St. Matthery. 
After our bleſſed Saviours firſt Commil- 
ſion to his Apoſtles, to preach the Gol- 
pel of the Kingdom, and confirm the 
Doctrine with Signs and Wonders; when 
they had made Experiment of their new | 
Power, and were come together again, 
as they were journeying to Ceſarea Philip- 
pz, our Saviour took the Opportunity of 
asking them, how they found the Incli- 
nations of the People, putting this Queſti- 
on to theni, whom do Menu ſay that 1 
the Son of Man am? They return their 

| Anſwers 


= .- 
Anſwers in different Manners accor ding 
as they had found. The plain Evidence 
of the Power and Miracles, had given 
the People an Apprehenſion of ſom e great 


Perſon come amongſt them, and there- 
tore ſome ſay, Thon art, John the Baptiſt 


riſen from the Dead. Some Elias, who 
was expected by the 7er, to be the 
| Fore-runner of the Meſſiah, and others 
Jeremias, or one of the Prophets. 


Upon this various Report our Saviour - 


proceeds to ask them, what their Opinion 


was of him. But whom do ye ſay that 


am. The Queſtion was not ask d of St. 
Peter ſingly but of them all, they be- 
ing agreed in the Faith of the NIE iah, 


(for which See Joh. i. 40. &c.) return 


their Anſwer by the Mouth of St. Peter, 
Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God. 
This true Confeſſion our Saviour approves 
and confirms by his ſolemn Benediction, 
and upon this Faith does promiſe he will 
duild his Church, aſſuring them by St. 
Peter, what Power he would hereafter 
give them, for. the Compleating this 
Building, the Power of the Keys. Then 


charged he his Diſciples, not St. Peter 


ſingly, but the whole Number, that they 
ſhould tell no Man that he was Jos 


. 
the Chriſt. And then gives them the 
Reaſon why It was not yet proper, that 
this Faith of the Meſſiah ſhould be pub- 
lickly preach d. Becauſe for the compleat- 
ing his Deſign, He mnſt go to Jeruſalem, 
| ſuffer man) Things, be killed, and raiſed 7 
again the Third Day. Here St Peters pre- 
cipitant Fervour began to rebuke him, ſay- 1! 
ing, Be it far from thee Lord, this ſhall be not 
unto thee ; and put our Saviour upon the 
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| neceſſity of giving him ſuch a Reprehen- In 
; ſion, as will I believe not be reckoned I 
| amongſt his Prerogatives, get thee behind t 
| me Satan. In this whole Tranſaction, there ||| £ 
0 ſeems to be nothing peculiar to St. Pe- I | 
9 ter, but only his being Spokeſman for the 0 
i reſt; and therefore from hence it is ob- 
1 ſervable, 5 
al 1ſt, That the Queſtion was ask'd in tc 
| general of them ail, when the Anſwer In 
was made and approv'd; the Prohibition N 


not yet to publiſh it, was given to the te 
whole Number of Diſciples; and there- tt 
fore St. Peter could be no more than, as a1 
St. Chryſoſtome calls him, the HeaiyoeoG- I 
the Prolocutor, -the Mouth of the whole N 
Body, or College of Apoſtles. | & 
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2ly, The Return of our Saviour to their 


| Anſwer by St. Peter, was intended equal- 


ly for Them all; ſo Origen in Loc. Hee 
velut ad Petrum dicta, ſunt Omnium com- 
munia. So likewiſe St. Aug. de Agon. 
cap. xxx. Cum dicitur Petro ad Omnes dici- 


Tar, 


3h, In this whole Tranſaction there is 
no actual Grant, but a Promiſe only of 


Power to be given; which when it came 


to be fulfill'd in its due Time, was indeed 
given to St. Peter, but not to him ſing- 


ly ot alone, but to the whole Number 


of Apoſtles equally, and together. 


aly, From the Conſequence of this Paſe 


ſage, St. Peters Faith of the Meſſiab ſeems 


to be the weakeſt of any of them. For 


he ſeems yet to be under the common 
Miſtake of the Fews, who expected a 
temporal Meſſiah, and therefore receiv'd 
that reprimand from our Saviour, Thou 
art an Offence to me, thou ſavoureſt not the 
Things that be of God, but thoſe that be of 


Men. However therefore ſincere his Affe- 


ction for his Maſter might be, yet his Faith 

was very weak. He was not yet arriv'd 

at an infallibility. | 7 
„ The 
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The next Paſſage they produce, is that 
of St. Luke, cap. xxii. U. 31. 32. This 


Paſſageis Part of that Converſation, which 


our Saviour had with his Twelve Apo- 


ſtles at his laſt Supper, and does indeed 


contain ſomething that is very peculiar to 
St. Peter. But nothing that will Favour 
his peculiar Sovereign Prerogative; to 
ſhew this, we need only, as briefly, as we 

can put the Hiſtory of the Context together. 


Li. 14. When the Hour was come, he 
fat down and the Twelve Apoſtles with him; 
inſtitutes the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood; declares his being betray'd ; up- 
on a Strife amongſt them, who ſhould be 
the greateſt, he cautions them againſt 
Ambition and worldly Dominon; but 


yet at the 28 ver. tells them, ye are they 


which have continu'd with me in my 
Temptations, and I appoint unto you u 
Kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me. That ye may eat and drink at 
my Table in my Kingdom, and fit on Thrones 
judging the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael. Here 
the Power is granted to all the Twelve 
equally. © | 


And then indeed our Saviour does make 
a peculiar Application to St. Peter. So 
| „„ „ peculiar 
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peculiar, that it is even Perſonal: A cha- 
ritable Caution againſt that foul Apoſtacy, 


our Saviour knew he was ready to fall 


into, as appears from the very compaſſio- 
nate Form of exprefling it ver. 31. Si- 
mon, Simon, Behold Satan hath deſird to 
have you, that he may ſift you as Wheat, ver. 
32. But I have pray d for thee, that thy Faith 


fail not, and when thou art converted ſtreng- 


then thy Brethren, St. Peter's forward Aſ- 
ſurance of himſelf makes him ſay, Lord I 
am ready to go with thee both into Priſon 
and to Death. Our Saviour anſwers, The 
Cock fhall not crow this Day, before thou 
ſhalt deny me thrice, From whence he 
went to the Mount of Olives, ſufters his 
Agony, was betray'd by Judas, and here 
again St. Peter's precipitant Zeal ſmote the 
Servant of the high Prieſt. Our Saviour 
inſtantly Cures him, with a Reprehenſion 
to St. Peter; was led to the high Prieſts 
Houle, Peter follows afar off, there he de- 
nies him with Excreations, and while he 
yet [pake the Cock crew ; the Lord turn d and 
looked upon Peter, Peter remembred the Mord 
of rhe Lord, and went out and wept bitterly. 


From this Paſſage I would only Remark 
theſe two Things, which are neither of 
them, I think, either clear or ſufficient Evi- 

7 D 2 dences 


Re. 
| dences of any infallible Authority, either 
in St. Peter or his pretended Succeſſors 


Iſt. That as St. Peter was the only One 
amongſt the Apoſtles, who ſtagger'd in his 
Faith of a ſuffering Meſſiah, when our Sa- 
V:our in the former Paſſage foretold his Sut- 
ferings to them. So here when he actual- 
ly ſaw him in the Hands of his Enemies, 
and thoſe Sufferings -ready to fall upon 
him, he was the only One (except the 
Traytor Judas) who foully apoſtatis'd, and 
deny'd his Maſter, and if it had not been 
for the Charity of our Saviours Prayers for 
him in all probability had finally done ſo. 


2ly, That as his pretended Succeſſors 
are not proud of following. their Leader 
in the denial of their Maſter, ſo when they 
are convinc'd of that ambitious worldly 
Domination, which -is forbidden by our 
Saviour; they ſhould after St. Peters Ex- 
ample be converted, and according to our 
Saviours Advice, come in and ſtrengthen 
their Brethren, in the Exerciſe of that juſt 
and equal Authority, which our Saviour 
has appointed to be exercis d in his King- 
dom, by all the true Succeſſors of his A- 

poltles. C 


The 
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The Laſt, they urge, is that celebrated 
Paſſage, John xxi. where there is a reite- 
rated Command expreſſing Power ; and 
that Command given ſingly to St. Pe- 
ter. But whether that Command ex- 
preſs ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Truſt and 
Power, as was ſuperior to all the reſt 
of the Apoſtles, as they ſuppoſe, in Fa- 


vour of an univerſal Supremacy; or 


whether it was only a cautionary Exhor- 
tation given particularly to St. Peter, as 


the only Apoſtle. amongſt them, who 
ſeemed to want it, and to give him the 


Opportunity of making ſome amends for 
that foul Apoſtacy he had been guilty of 
in denying his Maſter, muſt now be con- 
ſidered from the Circumſtances of the 
Context, and the beſt Interpretation of 
it we can meet with, before the Claim of 
univerſal Supremacy was pretended to. 


The Power it ſelf here commiſſioned, 
Feed my Sheep, Feed my Lambs, is the 
ſame with the Power of the Paſtoral Of- 
fice, which was given to the Apoſtles e- 


qually with St. Peter in the Power of. 


the Keys; and therefore is here a Repe- 


tition only of that Charge which was com- 
mitted to St Peter with the reſt. This 
will appear by thoſe Notes of Time the 


Evangeliſt here gives us, Chap. xx. 19. 
—— . 5 On 
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On the Evening of his Reſurr ection our 


Sawiour appeared to his Diſciples and gave 


them his Commiſſion. ver. 26. After eight 
Days he appeared to them again, and 
confirmed ]homas. - Chap. xxi. 14. This 


is now the third Time that Jeſus ſhewed 


himſelf to his 3 after his Reſurre- 
ction from the Dead. At this third Time 
it was our Saviour gave this repeated 


Charge particularly to St. Peter, though 


other of his Apoſtles, to whom he had be- 
fore committed the paſtoral Care, were 


at the ſame Time with him. This ſhews 
it to be a repeated Charge of what was 
granted before, and particularly to St. 


Peter: But that it was not any Exten- 
Hon of his Privilege or Prerogative above 


the reſt, but rather a cautionary Exhor- 
tation to Conſtancy and Paithtulneſs in 


his Truſt, now again committed to him, 


notwithſtanding his former Failures, ſeems 
to appear. . e 


iſt. From St. Peters own Concern, 
for ver. 17. when our Saviour repeated. 
his Queſtion the third Time, Peter was 
grieved, becauſe he ſaid unto him the third 
Jime, Loweſt theu me? Now we are not 
uſed to be grieved for the Grant of Pri- 
viiege and Prerogative : But vt Peter had 

| juſt 
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juſt Cauſe to be grieved when he appre- 


hended by the Repetition of the Queſtion, 


that our Saviour ſeem'd to ſuſpect his Con- 
ſtancy and Fidelity, which had before 


been ſo often ſhaken. And this ſeems 


to be farher confirmed 


25). In that our Saviour, to take off this 
Anxiety of Mind, immediately ſnews him 
by what Death he ſhould glorify Gd; 


by that Means, aſſuring him, he ſhould 


now ſtand firm and conſtant, and die for 
the Faith. Nor are we fingular in this 
Interpretation. 


3h. For St. Ambroſe tells us. (d) Out 


enim Dominum tertio Negaverat, tertio confi- 
tetur, & quoties Culpam delinquendo con- 


traxerat, toties Gratiam diligends conquirit. 
St. Chryſoſtome. (e) aut 78/0 expglytn. wine 
EY WE NopiZo , ING de, & #, 
Se IEC g0 Ho vm ) X, q 19yve U- nN 


Al Use. And St. Auguſt. (f) Contriſtatus 
quod Eum non ſolum ſemel ſed Tterum & tertis 
Interragaſti; Ut. Irina Confeſſione Amorit, 
Deleret Trinum peccatum Negationis, Theſe 


Circumſtances of the Context, and theſe 
Authorities to which more might be ad- 


(4) Serm. 48. (e) Chriſoſtom in Loc. (IJ) De- 
verbis Dm. Serm- 50. „ 8 
5 ded, 


[32] 

ded, ſeem plainly to determine the Inten- 
tion of this Paſſage to have been no more 
than a cautionary Exhortation to St. Pe- 
ter, who alone ſeem'd to ſtand in need of 
it, to continue conſtant and faithful in 
the Diſcharge of that Truſt, which he with 
his Brethren had been equilly intruſted 
with. Thus far, throughout the whole E- 
vangelical Hiſtory, we find no Footſteps 
of any ſingular Authority granted to St. 
Peter above the reſt of his Fellow Apo- 
ſtles, and therefore may be allowed to 
. conclude, That Jeſus Chriſt never left one 
_ univerſal viſible Head of his Body the 
Church. But to proceed, for the ſtrength- 
ning of this from the Records of the Apo- 
ſtoſical Age, it may be ſufficient at pre- 
ſent to obſerve, Firſt, That St. Peter him- 
ſelf did never claim any ſuch Authority, 
Secondly, That the Apoſtles in reducing 
their Maſter's Commands into Practice, 
never did acknowledge it, but acted ei- 
ther Collegiately and in Common; or 
When ſeparately, upon the ſingle Right of 
the Titles of their Converſions : Which 
two Conſiderations will plainly ſhew us, 
That the preſent Claim of the Biſhop of 
Rome, to an Univerſal Supremacy, was 
never acknowleged either by the Principles 
or Practice of the Apoſtles themſelves. 
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